Newsletter Number 46
March 2013

www.looeu3a.org
That was the year that was...
2012 was a year to remember for all sorts
of reasons. The Diamond Jubilee and The
London Olympics to name but two.
Looe’s U3A marked both occasions in fine
style. Our annual midsummer barbeque
became ‘Hampers & Champers’ as the
usual picnic rugs gave way to tables, fine
linen and silver candelabra…. and of
course plenty of fizz.
The celebration of a special year did not
end there. In recognition of the Olympics coming to the UK, the theme of our winning entry for Looe
Carnival was ‘U3A Geriatric Olympiad’ featuring some amazing U3A athletes engaged in all sorts of sports
including boxing, weightlifting, beach-volleyball, tennis and who could possibly forget our synchronised
swimming team!

...and this year looks just
as busy
The new year fireworks have
hardly stopped echoing around
the Banjo Pier, but we’ve already
enjoyed a great annual lunch
and a stunning jazz evening. As if
that wasn't enough, the Third
Age Thespians (TATs) pictured on
the right are already rehearsing
for their next amazing
production. It is called 'What the
Dickens, Mr. Dickens!!'. Be sure
to come along to the April
meeting to see them in action.
Throughout 2013 we have a
packed programme of speakers
for our meetings and the summer, if we get one this year, will see our seasonal activities such as our river barbeque
group taking to the river in kayaks, boats and just about anything that floats, the garden safari group visiting the
horticultural gems of the south west and the boules group ‘on the piste’ at Hannafore. The theatre group has lined
up two great productions for members to see and is looking to add a few more. The gorgeous grub group is
already starting to plan menus for the summer lunch and planning is underway for the midsummer barbeque.
Meanwhile our more academic groups are busy discussing books, poetry, history, photography and the whole host
of subjects that make the U3A in Looe such a fantastic organisation.

A wet winter...
Picture Quiz
You just can’t keep a good U3A down. While the weather seemed
to be throwing every obstacle it could in the way of our activities
over the last few months, I think we can safely say that we won,
or at least it was an honourable draw.
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The eight numbered photographs in the centre of this newsletter
are just eight examples of what we got up to over the last few
months. See if you can identify each event (answers on back
page). Thanks to Peter & Carole for some of the photographs.

The Year Ahead
We have an action-packed year of speakers ahead.
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Mar 13th

The Power of Thought – Randolph Iommi

Apr 10th

Performance by the Third Age Thespians

May 8th

Theatre Royal Plymouth – Jack Mellor

Jun 12th

Shelterbox – David Glover

Jul 10th

Counter Insurgency in Afghanistan. 29th Commando. Royal Artillery

Aug 14th

Summer Lunch

Sep 11th

Bowen Technique: relaxation and pain relief
with no drugs. - Joanna Austen

Oct 9th

Woodbuilt & bound for Guadeloupe – Julie
Skentelbery

Nov 13th

The Cornish Cross at Saltash - Simon Thomas

Dec 11th

Christmas Lunch

Becca’s Brainteaser
Find the Author from these Anagrams
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1. TINY BLONDE

2. WILLIE MAKES A SHARP E

3. LACKED RICHNESS

4. MI ONY BERET

5. I WANT MARK

6. LILO CRAWLERS

7. MEN FAILING

8. RIGHT CHEAT ASIA

9. TA, I AM A LOUSY CLOT

10. BROLLY SNIB

11. CRASHINGLY SLEEK

12. HAY MOST HARD

Answers on back page

...but nothing dampens our spirit
Featured Groups
In each edition we will feature the activities of some of our
groups. In this one we look at the activity of our two very active
walking groups.
Long Walks They are a friendly bunch who meet every
Wednesday (except the day of the U3A meeting) to enjoy walks
in our lovely area. New members are very welcome to join them.
The walks are varied and about 4 to 5 miles in length. This takes
about two hours and finishes with an optional, sociable meal at a
local pub. The walks are chosen and led by members of the
group. The walks programme and further information can be
obtained from Iris and Jim Ward on 264487, by email from
j.ward33@btinternet.com or from the U3A website

Short Walks (Swallows) If the thought of 5 miles plus (they
always under-estimate) with hills, stiles, mud and cows fills you
with horror, why not give Swallows a try? They usually do a there
and back again walk of about one and half hours on level ground
as much as possible. They only walk in fine weather whenever
possible, so always phone on the morning to check that the walk
is on. They walk on the same days as the long walk group and
also finish with lunch; hence their nickname Short Walks and
Long Lunches on Wednesdays. For details contact Eileen
Richmond on 262994
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50 years ago
1963 is remembered for its long cold winter, but do you also
remember that, in the same year, the film Summer Holiday was
premiered, Kim Philby defected to the Soviet Union, Charles de
Gaulle vetoed the UK’s entry into the EEC, The Beatles released
their first album ‘Please Please Me’, John Profumo, Secretary of
State for War resigned over an affair with Christine Keeler, the
Great Train Robbery took place, Vauxhall launched the Vauxhall
Viva, the first episode of Doctor Who was broadcast and of
course, John F. Kennedy was assassinated.
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Chairman’s 5 minute fruit cake!
At a recent Committee Meeting, Marilyn gave us all a slice of
delicious fruit cake. Here is how it is done:
In a saucepan put: 1 cup water, 1 cup sugar, 4oz butter or
margarine, 8oz sultanas, raisins, currants etc. Simmer and allow
to cool. Stir in 8oz self raising flour & 1 egg. Place in tin and
cook for one and a quarter hours on 150 degrees or gas mark 4
You can add alcohol, nuts, cherries, anything goes!!
Never fails, and everybody loves it!
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Back page miscellany
Members’ Photographs
This photograph, taken in December 2012 by Peter King,
shows when two emergency services were active on
different ‘shouts’ in Looe.
The air ambulance was collecting a patient from the
surgery, while the lifeboat was rescuing a jet-skier from
the sea.
If you have any great photos that you would like to see in
the next newsletter, please email them to the editor.

Social Event Dates For Your Diary
Friday 15th March: Race Night. St Martins Hall. 7pm for 7.30. Ticket
only @ £7.00 per person. Includes buffet and a glass of wine.
Friday 10th May: Annual Quiz Night & Fish & Chip Supper, St. Martin’s
Hall. 7pm for 7.30pm. Ticket Only @ £8.00 per person includes a glass
of wine.
Monday 24th June: Annual BBQ on the Wooldown. 12 noon. Coals
provided. Bring your own food and tipple of your choice.
Wednesday 14th August : Annual Summer Lunch, St. Martin’s Hall.
Food provided by the gorgeous grub group. Ticket only @ £8.00 per
person. Includes a glass of wine.
Further details can be obtained from Dot Dunning our Social Secretary
on 269341 or by emailing dotdunning1@aol.com

Theatre Group Dates For Your Diary
Two theatre trips are currently in the pipeline, with a few others under
investigation. Please book your tickets at the monthly meeting for:
POLDARK at Minnack Theatre. Friday 24 May. Tickets £21.00 and
WAR HORSE at Plymouth Theatre. Thursday 10 October. Tickets £35.00

Answers
Becca’s Brainteaser
1.Enid Blyton, 2.William Shakespeare,
3.Charles Dickens, 4.Emily Bronte, 5.Mark
Twain, 6.Lewis Carroll, 7.Ian Fleming,
8.Agatha Christie, 9.Louisa May Alcott,
10.Bill Bryson, 11.Charles Kingsley,
12.Thomas Hardy
Photo Quiz
1.Dickensian weekend, 2.Looe Carnival,
3.Christmas Lunch, 4.Hampers &
Champers, 5&6. Jazz Night, 7. Annual
Lunch, 8.River BBQ

Back page one-liner
The divorce was my fault. My wife
asked me what was on the television
and I said, “dust”.

Fancy Being Formby?
Our ukulele group would welcome new members. If you are interested,
contact Harry Barnet or Chris McArdle. We welcome beginners and we
can even lend you a uke to try out if you don’t already have one, or just
come along and hear us at the midsummer barbeque.

Website : www.looeu3a.org.uk
Gain up to date information. Look back at our history. See what the Looe
Valley U3A is doing, check names, times, and activities.
To help Chris keep the website up to date, please provide him with information, photographs etc. by email to cm@innotec-uk.com

