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Cruising Down the River... 
 
Many members  thought we had lost 
our marbles when, early in the year, 
we asked if anybody wanted to take 
part in the Raft Race, but early in June 
(while the river is still pretty cold) five 
stalwart members of the morning 
group  took to the river on a raft aptly 
named ‘Jolly Green Giant’ for a  race in 
aid of the RNLI. 
 
The raft had been carefully designed 
using advanced mathematics and old 
oil drums and proved that Archimedes 
was right all along. It just about floated 
and the extra buoyancy  provided by 
the balloons on the back made all the 
difference to its speed. 
 
Strong winds meant that the traditional launch from the beach was replaced by a safer (if more hectic) start from 

the lifeboat station, but our crew held out well, which 
is more than can be said for the weather, as it 
decided to bucket down just as we were finishing the 
course, which ran from the Lifeboat station down 
through the bridge and back again. We could hear 
U3A folks cheering us along throughout the race. 
 
Fortunately, the skipper had organised a cocktail 
party for the brave crew, so we were soon all much 
warmer, if a little less steady on our sea-legs. 
 
It was a great U3A team effort with too many people 
to mention by name taking part in designing, 
building, transporting, decorating and cheering along 
the raft. It 
gave us great 
pleasure, as 
we passed 

some bigger, better manned vessels to shout out that they were being 
beaten by a crew of pensioners! The tortoise and the hare eh!! At the 
meeting following the race, the team members were presented with 
trophies to mark the event.  We look forward to entering again next year, 
so if anybody fancies a damp Sunday afternoon, please let us know.                   

     ...on a Sunday afternoon. 
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Samba meets voodoo 
August saw Rio come to Looe in the 
shape of the U3A group entry for the 
Looe Carnival procession.  
 
Once again we were beaten into second place by 
our arch-rivals The Kings Arms from Lostwithiel, 
but we all had  great fun on a warm and sunny 
evening.  The event, organised by the Lions Club of 
Looe raises much needed funds for charity.  
 
The turnout of spectators was slightly down on 
previous years but those who risked the forecast 
showers were royally entertained by the U3A 
team and many others. 

No, don’t stop de carnival ...          



Featured Group 

In this edition we look at the activity of  the outings 
group 
 
Its not easy to fill a 52 seater coach (or charabanc 
as some would call it) but that’s what the outings 
group regularly does, taking U3A members to 
interesting, educational and just plain fun places. 
 
Outings this year have included Dartmouth, The 
Met Office in Exeter and will shortly be visiting the 
‘Over 50s Exhibition’, Tavistock and the Truro. 
 
The coach picks up at stops throughout the area 
so that nobody has far to go to meet it. 
 
Events Roundup 
There were so many activities this summer that 
space prevents us from covering all of them in any 
detail.  
 
May saw the annual quiz and fish supper evening 
and midsummers day in June saw another 
successful barbeque on the Wooldown, with 
carefully laid tables, exquisite comestibles and 
entertainment from the U3A Ukulele Group. 
Magnificent weather helped make the afternoon a 
great success. 

         ...a summer of sunshine and fun!  

Quick Quiz - How nautical are you? 

1. How many feet in a fathom 

2. What is a Danforth? 

3. What brand of rum would you ‘splice the mainbrace’ with? 

4. Is the stern at the blunt end or the pointy end? 

5. What would you attach to a cleat? 

6. On what VHF channel would you call Mayday? 

7. What knot should you use to attach a fender to a rail? 

8. What does the acronym SOLAS stand for? 

9. What is the flag of the Royal Navy? 

10. If a vessel sounds its horn three times, what is it about to do? 

Met Office Trip 

2014 Quiz winners 

Midsummer BBQ 

End of a Story 
This year will see Ute Story retire from her long held post as 
organiser of our theatre group. For many years Ute has 
worked tirelessly in identifying, booking and organising an 
eclectic range of theatre outings at local venues and as far 
afield as London for major West End shows.  The U3A would 
like to thank Ute for her hard work over the years. 
 
Her retirement will leave a big gap in our activity calendar, so 
we are actively looking for somebody to fill her shoes. 
Anybody interested in getting involved in this activity should 
contact one of the Committee. 



Website : www.looeu3a.org.uk  
Gain up to date information. Look back at our history. See what the Looe 

Valley U3A is doing, check names, times, and activities.  
To help Chris keep the website up to date, please provide him with 
information, photographs etc. by email to  cm@innotec-uk.com .  

Answers  
Quick Quiz Answers 
1. 6 feet = 1 fathom = 1.8288 metres 

2. A type of anchor 

3. Pussers Rum (still made to the original 
navy recipe) 

4. The blunt (rear) end is the stern 

5. A rope 

6. Channel 16 

7. A clove hitch (it can be easily loosened 
and repositioned) 

8. Safety Of Life At Sea (the international 
convention governing marine safety) 

9. The ‘White Ensign’ (colloquially, the 
‘white duster’) 

10. Reverse (engage astern propulsion) 

Who is that bloke talking to Marilyn?  

Past Chairman 
Marilyn Kirby was 
one of the people to 
meet Prince Charles 
on his visit to Looe in 
July.  
 
We are not certain if 
she managed to sell 
him any of her hand-
made ceramics. 
 

Not at all tatty 
The latest production 
from the Third Age 
Thespians was ‘Ello 
Ello sur Mere’.  
After rave reviews of 
the performance 
from both the 
morning and 
afternoon groups, 
the production went 
on to a successful 
tour of Looe and 
Liskeard. We 
understand the film rights are being sought by a major producer. 
 

Singing in the rain 
The river barbeque 
on  May 25th was 
not blessed with 
fine weather, but 
that did not 
dampen the 
enthusiasm of 
those members 
who used kayaks 
and dinghies to go 
up the West Looe 
River to enjoy the 
peace and 
tranquillity and burn a few sausages. 

Back page miscellany 

Back page one-liner 
Two satellite dishes met on a roof and after a 
long courtship they got married. The wedding 
wasn’t much fun, but the reception was great. 

Credits 
Thanks to Yvonne Toms, Peter King, Eileen 
Richmond and Carole Day for contributions 

to this edition 

GGG Recipe 
Apple & Almond Pudding 
450g Cooking Apples, peeled & sliced 
50g soft brown sugar 
110g ground almonds, 110g butter 
110g caster sugar, 2 large eggs (beaten). 
 
Place apples in a saucepan with brown 
sugar and 1tbsp water, simmer until soft 
then arrange in bottom of a buttered pie 
dish. In a bowl, cream the butter and 
caster sugar until pale and fluffy then beat 
in the eggs a little at a time. Lightly fold in 
the ground almonds and then spread 
mixture over the apples. Bake for 1 hour at 
180C/350F/453K (OK, most ovens are not 
marked in degrees Kelvin—that’s just for 
the scientific readers. Ed) 


