
Website : www.looeu3a.org.uk  
Gain up to date information. Look back at our history. See what the Looe 

Valley U3A is doing, check names, times, and activities.  
To help Chris keep the website up to date, please provide him with 
information, photographs etc. by email to  cm@innotec-uk.com .  

Reader’s Photo. A rare visitor 

Ann Redgrave sent us this  picture from her garden of a 
very rare juvenile female Rose Starling.  
Apparently, there are only four or five in the country.  
This one appears to prefer Looe to its normal winter 
territory in India. 
 
 

Back page miscellany 

Back page one-liner 
 

Thanks for explaining 
the word "many" to 
me, it means a lot. 

Credits 
Many thanks to Dot Dunning, Laurie Watson, Chris 

Barwell, Peter & Marilyn King, Ann Redgrave, Yvonne 
Toms and Carole Day for contributions to this edition 

A Walk to Remember.  By Laurie Watson. 

We love walking and since moving to Cornwall 
about 12 years ago regularly find interesting walks 
in the area. One day we went on a walk we will 
never forget and found profoundly disturbing. 

We parked up at Lerryn Car park and crossed the 
river on the stepping stones and started our stroll 
along the side of the river. Shortly after, we entered 
a wooden area and suddenly we heard a rustling 
and a dark shape swept past us. Startled, we saw a 
sheepdog which had run ahead and then stood still 
until we caught up. He then ran off again along the 
trail, stopping to make sure we were still behind him 
then off he would go again. 

We named our new guide ‘Suzi’. This carried on until 
we came out of the woods and as we walked along 
the water’s edge we saw St Winnows church. As we 
approached the church we met another couple, 
doing the same circular walk but in the opposite 
direction. Imagine our surprise when we saw 
another sheepdog which was behaving exactly the 
same as Suzi. We asked the couple if that was their 
dog and they said not but had guided them to the 
church. The two dogs Suzi and newly named Suzi 
Too nuzzled each other and then handed over their 
roles.  

After a short stop Suzi Too led us on through 
unmarked trails and meadows. Finally, we came 
back out onto the road leading back into Lerryn. We 
turned to look for Suzi Too but she had vanished 
and was nowhere to be seen. 

In the pub afterwards we pondered this curious 
experience and came up with all sorts of theories as 
why the two dogs would behave like that. Our 
wildest theory was that in an earlier life the two 
dogs had been brothers and done something 
terrible. They have returned as dogs to do penance 
until forgiven. 

Will we ever return to the Lerryn walk? We may and 
may also meet up with our guides Suzi and Suzi Too. 

 

[similar contributions are most welcome. Ed]. 

Quick Quiz Answers  
 

1. Yoghurt 

2. Hamelin 

3. Orange 

4. Archduke Franz Ferdinand 

of Austria 

5. Rowing 

6. Five 

7. Ernest Hemingway 

8. Laika 

9. One (sometimes two) 

10. Ringo Star 
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All Change at the Top 
Chairman’s Message 

Another U3A year, our 27th, commenced in February and I am 
delighted to have been elected as Chairman once again. Our 
committee is strong and energetic and, for the first time in several 
years, has all the relevant positions covered. This includes having 
Chris Barwell as our Chair-Elect to take us into next year as our 
Chairman.  

If anyone is interesting in joining our committee to add support, 
we welcome new committee members who bring new ideas and 
skills ensuring continuing growth and success for when us old ‘uns 
have to move over and make room for the Chairmen and 
Committee of the future. 

This year our focus is on our Groups & Group Leaders. It’s 
something that we have until recently taken for granted, but we 
realise that the success of our U3A lies in us giving support to 
existing groups and group leaders and encouraging the formation 
of new groups.  That, together with the full and varied Social 
Calendar we have on offer, should fulfil the aims of the U3A 
movement to Learn, Laugh and Live!!  I look forward to sharing 
the coming year with you.  

Dot Dunning. Chairman 

 
Tennis to Thespians, Computers to Canoeing, Reading 
to Relaxation!  

As our Chairman says, our groups and activities keep 
us going, so we organized a get-together for our 
group leaders and our newer members in March at 
the Hannafore Point Hotel. The meeting  buzzed 
with enthusiasm and energy.  The evening was 
primarily to thank all the volunteers who give up 
their time to lead and coordinate the interesting 
groups we have in our U3A.  Life would be duller 
without them! 

We also took the opportunity to invite along 
members who have joined us in the last twelve 
months,  so that they could properly be made 
welcome, meet the Committee and find out about 

the groups too. A great evening was had by all and some useful ides were exchanged. I am pleased to report we 
have added some extra activities to our list already, with more starting in September.  Check out our website, pick 
up a printed list at the U3A meetings and come along to the September meeting for our own Looe and District U3A 
groups Expo to find out more! 

Chris Barwell. Groups Coordinator 

www.looeu3a.org.uk 

Outgoing and Incoming Chairmen 

Group Leaders’ Meeting 



Groups and Speakers 
As you will see from the front 
page, we are making a special 
effort to encourage more 
groups—but that does not mean 
that the current ones are less 
active.  Here are just a few 
pictures of recent group 
activities and speakers. The 
Poetry Group seems to be 
enjoying itself by the fireside, 
which is more than can be said 
for the Walking Group who 
braved the elements around 
Cawsands. 
 
We also have some new groups 
on the horizon. Peter King is 
starting an Astronomy Group 
and also, with the help of Ann 
Watson, a group concentrating 
on how to communicate with 
the deaf. 
 
Following the AGM this year we 
had our ‘state of the nation’ 
address from Looe Mayor 
Armand Toms. He is always 
welcome. 
 
The Ukulele Group is pleased to 
announce that it will be playing  
on a train on the Bodmin & 
Wenford Railway in May. See 
their website for full details. 
 
GGG held a couple of 
tremendous lunches for its 
members over the winter. 
Menus were ‘African Cooking’ 
and ‘Middle Eastern Cooking’. 
The next one will be Favourite 
Delia Recipes. 
 
The Debating Group is looking to 
hold another debate shortly and 
we should have an entry in the 
raft race and carnival later in the 
summer. It’s all go. For more 
details of groups and activities, 
please visit the website or speak 
to a group leader or committee 
member. 

Whiling away the winter...                    

Knitted BBQ 
Looe Mayor 

Quick Quiz - General Knowledge 

1. What is produced by the bacterial 
fermentation of milk? 

2. In which town did the Pied Piper 
play?  

3. In Monopoly, what colour is Bow 
Street? 

4. Which Archduke was assassinated 
in Sarajevo in June 1914?  

5. In which sport would you ‘Catch a 
crab'? 

6. How many legs does a starfish 
have?  

7. Who wrote 'For Whom The Bell 
Tolls'? 

8. What was the name of the dog 
carried aboard Sputnik 2?  

9. How many seats does a Spitfire 
aircraft have?  

10. Which Beatle has the real name of 
Richard Starkey?  

 

(Answers on back page) 

Walking Group   

Poetry Group 

Social Events 

On Friday 28th October 2016, at 
St Martin’s Hall, our Café U3A 
event became one of our most 
successful social evenings in 
recent times.  

Tickets were ‘sold out’ in the 
first month of them being on 
sale and over 60 members 
attended on the night. 

The evening enjoyed its usual 
continental atmosphere, with 
wine, cheese and patés 
(provided by our Gorgeous Grub 
Group) being consumed by 
candlelight.  

We were royally entertained by 
'McCue & Friends' who 
provided an eclectic range of 
Jazz, Jive and Blues, all of which 
was much appreciated by our 
members, many of whom 
danced their socks off 
throughout the evening.  

This was a real highlight of our 
social year. 

The annual Christmas Lunch 
took place in December.  Eighty 
members were treated to a 
sumptuous GGG prepared meal 
to mark the festive season. 

We also had a great evening at 
the  Portybyhan Hotel on 
February 2nd for our Annual 
Dinner. The three-course meal 
was accompanied by excellent 
entertainment by the Wreckers. 
and a few glasses of fine wine. 

Ann-Mary Ware recently took 
over as Social Secretary and, 
with her team,  is planning a 

wide range of new and exciting social events, as well as all the old favourites, for the coming months. For full details 
please visit the website or refer to the Social Calendar. 

UPCOMING SOCIAL EVENTS 

Saturday April 29. Annual Quiz and Fish & Chip Supper 

Thursday May 25. Coach Trip to Lyme Regis 

Saturday June 3. Torbay Air Show 

Sunday July 4. Looe Raft Race 

                   ...and bustin’ a few moves.  

Café U3A 

Café U3A .   

Annual Dinner 2017  


